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From the Office…

Lost and Found Bin

We would like to recognize Mrs. Angela Simmons, our
longtime secretary who retired at the end of October.
We thank her for her kindness, hard work, and all that
she has done for the students, staff, and community
here at James Strath Public School. We wish Mrs.
Simmons all the best in her retirement!

Our Lost and Found bin is filling up! We currently have
a number of unclaimed clothing items in our bin. At
the end of a six week period, items are laid out on
tables for a week and announcements are made to
encourage students to visit the tables and collect their
belongings. Please encourage your child(ren) to check
the tables for any of their lost or missing clothing.

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome
Ms. Terri Everden to the JSPS team! We are excited to
have Ms. Everden as a member of our office team and
our school community. We also welcome Ms. Andrea
Hepburn to our teaching staff. Ms. Hepburn is a
member of our Year 1/Year 2 Kindergarten team.
On Monday, November 11th, students will be
participating in our school Remembrance Day
Assemblies. We have a number of musical and
artistic performances from our
school band, school choir, and
classes, as well as artwork and
written pieces commemorating
Remembrance Day. A thank you
to all staff, students, and
volunteers taking part for your
contributions as we pay respect.

Glen Payne – Principal
Matt Gennings – Vice Principal

When items aren’t claimed, they are bagged up and
donated to a local charity. Thank
you to the students who have
brought items in, such as hoodies
and coats, which have been left
out on the playground.

Progress Reports
Progress reports will be distributed to students on
Friday, November 8th. The progress report
communicates initial progress in different subject
areas, describes learning skills and work habits, and
identifies student strengths and areas for
improvement. Parents are asked to please sign and
return the portion at the bottom of the second
page indicating that the progress report has been
read and reviewed. You will also be receiving
communication from your child’s classroom teacher
regarding their process for scheduling
Parent/Teacher interviews.

School Council

Clubs and Teams at James Strath

Wednesday, October 2nd was the first James Strath
School Council meeting of the school year. Our next
meeting takes place on Wednesday, November 20th in
the school library at 6:30 pm. The meeting is open for
all JSPS community members wishing to attend. We
hope to see you there!

James Strath has a number of clubs and teams for
students to join and new opportunities are opening up
each month.

James Strath School Council Executive – 2019/2020
Chair:
Karen Smith
karen@kest.ca
Secretary: Lisa McGowan lisacmcgowan@gmail.com
Treasurer: Melody Taylor melodytaylor12@hotmail.com

KPRDSB - Parent Workshops
Attention parents and caregivers:
Registration opens November 8 for the Kawartha Pine
Ridge District School Board’s Parent Workshops on Kids
Have Stress Too!
The workshops will run from 10-11:30 a.m. at three
locations:
 Friday, November 29 at the Education Centre in
Peterborough
 Tuesday, December 10 at KPR’s Kirby Professional
Learning Centre in Clarington
 Tuesday, March 31 at Port Hope High School
Visit kprschools.ca after November 8 for details and to
register for one of these workshops!

Sub and Pizza Day Information
November Subway Lunch Dates:
Tuesday, November 5th
Tuesday, November 19th
November Pizza Hut Lunch Dates
Friday, November 1st
Friday, November 15th
Friday, November 29th

#WEARESTRATH

The James Strath choir is in full swing! We are currently
practising three songs for the Remembrance Day
assemblies next Monday and are thrilled to be
accompanied by both guitar and fiddle this year. We
perform in the 10:35 service for junior and
intermediate students as well as the service
immediately following. Parents are welcome to come
and hear the beautiful voices of the choir. We are
asking choir members to wear a white or black top and
black bottoms please. We hope to see you there! Our
school band and drumline are also up and running.
Ms. Barnes and Mrs. Healey are looking for donations
for our new JSPS Gamers club. Please consider
donating any new or gently used board games for all
ages to the school. This club will meet twice a week
over lunch and recess through the winter months.
In sports news, the James Strath Junior rugby teams
played extremely well in their respective tournaments.
Our competitive girls’ team finished second place and
the junior boys’ team won first, with both teams
qualifying for the KPREAA board tournament. All of our
Junior athletes made the school proud!
Our Intermediate rugby teams were
great representatives of James Strath.
The recreational teams played with
sportsmanship and determination and
the competitive girls’ and boys’ squads
both qualified for the KPREAA board
meet as well, finishing in 2nd and 3rd
place respectively.
Thank you to all of the players for their
hard work and dedication and thanks to
our coaches Ms. Nelson, Ms. Killen, Mr.
Brisson, Mrs. Palmer, and Mr. Dufrane.
November brings the start of our
volleyball season. Students are
encouraged to listen to morning
announcements for information
regarding meetings and practices.

Indigenous Peoples Awareness Month
The Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board and its schools will be holding a variety of activities in November
during KPR’s third annual Indigenous Peoples Awareness Month.
All families and community members throughout KPR are invited to attend three free events. Each evening event is
a free film screening followed by a panel discussion, as follows:
 Thursday, November 14 - 7 p.m.
Adam Scott Collegiate Vocational Institute, Peterborough - Screening & discussion of Colten Boushie Documentary
 Thursday, November 21 - 7 p.m.
Port Hope High School, Port Hope - Screening & discussion of Rumble
 Thursday, November 28 - 7 p.m.
Bowmanville High School, Bowmanville - Screening & discussion of Our People Will Be Healed
KPR also will hold a Métis Flag Raising ceremony:
Friday, November 15 - 9:15 a.m. Education Centre, Peterborough
“We sincerely believe that all of our students, staff and communities are enriched by learning about the histories,
cultures and contributions of First Nation, Métis and Inuit peoples in Canada,” says Diane Lloyd, Chairperson of the
Board. “It is also important that students be aware of the continuing relevance of historic treaties reached between
the government and Indigenous peoples, and of the tragic, multi-generational legacy of residential schools.”
“We have taken many positive steps in transforming the educational experiences of all students to include
historically and culturally accurate learning about Indigenous peoples, cultures and perspectives,” adds Dr. Jennifer
Leclerc, Director of Education. “Cultural competency training for staff, introduction of the compulsory
Contemporary Indigenous Voices English course for Grade 11 students, and ongoing school visits by Indigenous
knowledge keepers have helped in this regard, but we know we still have work to do.”
As part of Indigenous Peoples Awareness Month, the Board also is marking Treaties Recognition Week November
4-8, Inuit Day November 7 and Louis Riel Day November 16. In addition, schools across KPR are holding, or
participating in, a variety of special events, as noted in the chart below.
Date
November 7
November 8
11:55 AM
November 8
November 13
November 14
7:00-8:30 PM
November 15
9:15 AM
November 21
7:00-8:30 PM
November 28
7:00-8:30 PM

Event
Inuit Day - David Ruben Piqtoukun, Inuit Artist &
Sculptor, teaching about Soap Stone Carvings
Alderville First Nation Chief Dave Mowat – Treaties
Week
National Indigenous Veterans’ Day
Indigenous Awareness Lacrosse Day
Colten Boushie Documentary – Film Screening and
Community Discussion
Métis Flag Raising

Location
Colborne Public School

Rumble – Film Screening and Community Discussion

Port Hope High School

Our People Will Be Healed – Film Screening and
Community Discussion

Bowmanville High School

Cobourg Collegiate Institute
Various Schools
Bowmanville High School
Adam Scott Collegiate
Vocational Institute
Education Centre

Parking Lot and Driveway

Kenner IB Program Open House

The school parking lot and driveway are quite busy
prior to the start of school and at the end of the
school day. While driving on school property,
please drive slowly, with caution, and in a
courteous manner. Please be prepared to stop
around the crosswalk area in front of the school.
Students and guests are reminded to use the
crosswalk area when walking to and from vehicles.
Please do not leave your vehicle parked in
the yellow striped area, as it is a designated
emergency vehicle parking zone and a no parking
zone for all other vehicles. It also impedes access
for buses and taxis to drop off and pick up
students. Also, thank you for not parking in our
accessible parking spots unless you have proper
identification/visible permit.
We thank you for working together with our staff
on duty, and other Strath community members, in
a safe and respectful manner.

Allergy Reminder
James Strath Public School has a number of community members with allergies and sensitivities to scents,
and peanuts, tree nuts, and products that may contain these items. Please help ensure the safety of all by
NOT sending or bringing products that could potentially harm someone.

P.A. Day – November 22nd

Picture Retake Day

Friday, November 22nd is a P.A. Day for all schools.
As such, there is no school for students on this day.

Photo retakes will take place
on Wednesday, November 6th.

On Tuesday, November 13th, the students will receive
information about the Integrated Arts program at
Thomas A. Stewart. TAS will be holding their Parent
Information Night for this program in the TAS
Auditorium on November 28th at 7pm.

